
ELECTRIC UTILITIES across the country may 

unknowingly leave FEMA funding on the table when 

paperwork is not completed properly with the aid of 

experts in the field. At Finley Engineering, we work with 

clients navigating the FEMA system to qualify every 

dollar and quickly restore systems to a hardened state.  

Current funding allocations for Declared Disaster 

Applicants will cover 75% of the total cost for recovery, 

per FEMA national programming. And, some states will 

cover up to 10% of the Declared Disaster Applicant if 

funding is available, leaving the applicant responsible for 

the difference. It’s a multi-layered and complicated 

system, and when electric utility staffers already 

inundated with the complexities of a disaster, success-

fully navigating FEMA becomes a burden on resources.

At Finley, we have completed more than 500 miles 

of distribution facilities under the FEMA program, 

working both as a liaison for our electric utility clients 

and independently. We are partnered with agencies 

and resources across the country, giving us the ability 

to deploy our rapid response team to impacted areas 

quickly. Our personnel operate under the direct super-

vision of a licensed PE, and team leaders oversee all 

field staff. Finley works with state and local govern-

ments, Indian tribes or tribal organizations, and 

private non-profit organizations.

The Finley team performs an initial assessment of 

all utilities, targeting those in areas that have been 

impacted most by disaster. Using our database of 

materials and labor costs, we can accurately establish 

budgetary damages for FEMA review. We utilize state 

of the art GPS equipment and PLS CADD software to 

prepare work orders, complete paper work and docu-

ment all aspects of the damages for FEMA review.

Here’s how Finley works:
• Disaster identification of damaged 

facilities
• Liaison between client and FEMA 

personnel
• Preparation of FEMA required 

documents from licensed professional 
engineer, including engineering report 
(Section 406 Category F Mitigation), with 
budgetary construction and design costs

• Field staking and design of new facilities
• Construction bidding and administration 

of contracts and related documentation
• Construction inspection
• Right of way easement obtainment
• FEMA Section 404 grant applications and 

administration

Helping clients navigate 
the FEMA program
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